The Medieval Student

The tower was built between the years 1492 and
1505. Wolsey was a junior fellow when the tower
was begun, and though popular tradition ascribes to
him the credit of the idea and even the design of that
exquisite campanile, the fact that not he, but another
senior fellow (Gosmore by name) was appointed to
superintend the work, is evidence, so far as there is
any evidence, that Wolsey had no particular share
in the design. He was, however, senior bursar in
1499. But the story that he left the college because
he had wrongly applied some of its funds to the build-
ing of the tower, is not borne out by any evidence in
the college records. He ceased to be a fellow of
Magdalen about 1501, having been instituted to the
Rectory of Lymington. But he had filled the office
of Dean of Divinity after his term as senior bursar
was over.

We have referred to the close connection of the
house of Lancaster with Waynflete's foundation. By
a curious freak of popular imagination the name of
Henry VII. as well as that of the future cardinal has
been intimately connected with this tower. For besides
other benefactions, he granted a licence for the con-
veyance to the college of the advowsons of Slymbridge
and of Findon. In return the college undertook
to keep an obit for him every year. This celebration
was originally fixed on the 2nd or 3rd of October,
but it has been held on the 1st of May since the six-
teenth century.

The coincidence of this ceremony with the most in-
teresting and picturesque custom of singing on Magdalen
Tower has given rise to the fable that a payment made to
the college by the Rectory of Slymbridge was intended
to maintain the celebration of a requiem mass for the
soul of Henry VII. And the hymn that is now sung
is the survival, says the popular myth, of that requiem*
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